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| A Declaration and Warning toall the Mem- 
 - bersof this Kirk, fromthe Commiſion of 

| the General Aſſembly. 


CEing men of Malignant and perverſe ſpirits do 
= not ceaſe to oppoſe the Work of the Lord 
Is and diſquiet the peace of his People, but af- 
=@/X% tcr many diſappointments renew their wicked 
64G defignes and practiſes againſt Religion and 
BIAS the Covenant; Ic becomes us whom the 
Lord hath called to ſo publick a truſt, notto 
| ceaſe to renew our Warnings and Declarations concerning the 
| evilof their way, that they may be recovered our of the ſhare 
| _ of Sathan if it ve poſsible, and char others may nor fall therein 
' - but "rn ſuch tentations & do their duty ſtraightly and with- 
out fear. 
We did not long fince bear Teſtimony againſt the proceed- 
| ings of Sectaries in our Neighbour-Land, in reference to Reli- 
gion and Government; And it is unto us marrer of very much 
aſtoniſhment and ſorrow, that whilſt their practiſes arenotleſ- 
ſened but heightened, there ſhould be found in our Land ſome 
{| whohavetaken up Armes and made Infurre&ion in the North, 
. labouring ro ſtrengthen themſelves againſt che Power and Au- 
thority of the Parliament,that they may ſer up 8gain the Malig- 
nant party to overturn the work of God, andtread upon the 
necks of his people: And albeic moſt of that Malignant party 
are plagued of God with blindneſſe of mind and hardnefle of 
| heart, and ſtop their cars againſt inſtruQion ; yer if there be any 
place left for exhortation, Wee ſhall defire thefe men who are 
batching ſuch cockatrice Jetty weaving [uch ipiders —_ 
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andall others who favour their way and wiſh thei to proſper; Þ 
or have any thoughts or inclination to jJoyne with them or'fol-' 
low their ſteps ſeriouſly to-ponder-and conſider theſe things 
which follow. Fo | 
1 Whara horrible and higb provocation it is for any to be 
found fighting againſt God and perſecuting his People'and 
Truth. Ts not this it; that hath brought down many Kings & | 
Princesand great men,and overturned many Kingdoms, Cities | 
and families, and brought many great and ſore plagues upon 
many particular perſons of all ranks and conditions. 2 How 
abominable and Treacherons a thing itis for men who are un- 
der the Oath of God,and the tie both of the National Covenant 
and of the ſolemn League and Covenant; ſome whereof have 
been lately profeſsing and offering repentance for their former 
backſlidings,to turn open enemies and adverſaries thereto, Per- 
Jury is hatefull amongſt the heathen and how much more hate- 
full and monſtruous ſhould ic be amongſt Chriſtians, eſpecially 
in thoſe things that concern God and Religion. 3 Hath not 
the Lord now for ten years paſt ſhewen himlſelfe ſtrong and | 
mighty, dreadfull and terrible in defeating all the deſignes, and 
breaking all the power, and bringing down all the pride of the: 
Malignant party 2 Have they not many times digged deep to 
hide their counſels from the Lord, and hath he not found them 
out.and Killed them with the deviſes of their own hearts? With 
what Art & induſtry have they many times promoted, 8 with 
what power and ſtrength have they often times backed and 
carried on their purpoles and projets 2 But hethar firs in Hea- 
ven hathalways blown upon them and brought them: to no- | 
thing. No weapon formed againſt his people hath proſpered, 
but after that the Lord had hardened the inftrumenrs of our 
_ former troubles by ſucceſs for a little ſpace , he did ſer a ſnare 
forthem, and brought.them down to horrible deftruction ina 
moment: The Lords dealing with the rebells in this Kicgdom, 
and with the Authors and Abettors of the Engagement againſt 
the Kingdom of England, whom he hath made a terrour round 
about, we hope ſhall be examples of his wrath againſt the Ene- 
mies: 
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"FT" miesof his Cauſeand of his People, nor 6nely tothis, bur alſo 


tothe following generations. 4.How greata wickedneſs muſtic 
bein ſuch a period of time, when ſo much danger threatens 

Religion and Government, from that prevailing party in Emg- 
land, for men to ariſe in this Land to diſcourage che hearts and 


| weaken the hands of the Lords People by their Malignant and 


inſolent attempts. 5. Howlittle p.tty have they, nay certainly 
cheir malice 'and cruelty muſt-needs be-very. great, who will _ 
needs after ſo many and long'continued troubles and calamities 


again involve this land in confuſion and blood. Iris theearneſt 


and longing defire, and in ſome meaſure the hope and expe&ta- 
tion of the Lords People in this Kingdom , after ſo many 
ſtormsand tempeſts which have toſſed them for many days, 
thatthe Lord may now bring then into the harbour of tran- 


- quility andpeace z And the man who ſhall obſtruct or retard 


this, as he ſhall be hated of good men, ſo certainly he ſhall 
bring upon himſelf a great meaſure of wrath and indignation 
from the Lord, and God ſhall make his memory ſtink unto the 
generations that are to come.. 6, What Treachery and cruelty 
it is againſt the Kings Majeſtie,and whar an obſtruQion in eſta- 
bliſhing of his Throne in ſuch a nick of time, when both State 
and Kirk have ſent Commiſſioners and given in Defires to his 
Majeſtie inthoſe things that concern the ſecuring of Religion, 
and the ſetling of his Majeſties Government and the Peace of 
theſe Kingdoms, for any to raiſe new commotions and 
troubles, which cannot but foment jealoufies between the 
King and his Subjects, and beger and entertain differences 
amongſt them unto the eſtranging their affection one from ano- 
ther ; And whoſoever are the Authors thereof , or acceſſory 
thereto ſhall juſtly be lookt upon, as enemies to Religion, to his 
Majeſties Perſon and Government, upon whom the guulr of all 
thoſe miſeries that may come upon his Majeſty or his Royall 
Family doth lye in a ſpeciall way. | 

Theſe and -many: other conſiderations do exceedingly 


heighten and encreaſe the guilt of chat wicked InſurreRion 
A3 both .. 


Beſcech and Exboxtall who live in this Land that ns they ten» 


der their : ſolemn; Obligation .and Oath both by the: Na- 


 tionall Covenant , and by the ſolemn League: and Covenant, 
and as they love the Honour of Feſws Chriſt andthe Goſpell, 
and the work of Reformation ,.andas they reſpect the Kings 
Honour and Happineſle, and defire Religion to be ſecured, and 
peace to be ſetled, Nay as they wiſh to eſchew the heavie. 
Wrath and Indignation oftheL O R D, That chey do nor 
give any countenance nor aſsiftance , nor connivanceto theſe 
wicked men in their wicked way, much lefle to joyn with them 
in Counſell or in Armes: And becauſe ir lies upon us to be 
faithfull in our ſtation, therefore as We have already given 
warning unto theſe men, that unlefſe they do ſpeedily defiſt 
from their evil way and repent , that We wilt proceed againſt 
them with the dreadfull ſentence of Excommunication., fo We 
do now declare that this being a crime fo Arrocious thar if 
any ſhall hereafter joyn with them , We will be neceſsitated 
impartially to proceed againſt them with the higheſt Cenſures 
of the Kirk, that ſuch drofſe may be purged out from amongſt 
Us,and that others may learn to fear. ' We know that theſe 
men labour to ſhadow their attempts againſt. Religion andthe 
Cauſe of GOD under theprerex: of ſelt- prefervationand rheir. 
being debarredſfrom publick truſt, and rhe reſpe&., which they: 
owe to his Majcfties greatnefle , thepriviledges of the Parlia- 
ment and liberties of the Subjets; But We know no cauſe 
why they ſhould have feared danger from rhele ro whom God 
hath committed :the power of the ſword in the Land, ſuffici- 
ent ſecurity being offered unto them for their Lives and Eſtates, 
they obliging themſelves norto difturbe thePeace of the King- 
dom : Thar they are debarred from truſt, isthat which their 
own miſdemeanors and treachery by betraying of their former 
truſt hath juſtlyprocured on their part, and neceſsicated upon 
the part both! of State and Kirk ,- unlefle they would have re- 
ſolved after ſo many fad and dear-bought experiences of back-. 
ſliding 


' bothbefore G O D and men: And therefore wedoeameſily J 


| 


fooliſh as againto temptGod tothe overturning ot his Cauſe & 
expoling the Kingdoms to: ruine, Neither will any who hath 
| eyestodilcern look upon them but as upon the Kings Enemies 
' and theEnemies of his Throne ; For as they by their perverſe 
_ counlells and wicked 'combinations and conſpiracies did har- 
den the King his Royall Father unro the continving of the af- 
flitions and troubles of theſe Kingdoms : So we cannot bur 
think thatif- they and others. of their way ſhould ceafe co raiſe 
calumnies againſt thoſe who are truly Loyall to his tAajeſty, 
andto ſnggeſtevill Councells to the prejudice of Religion and 
the Peace of his Kingdoms, and to entercain him with hopes of 
Armies forcarring on their wicked defignes , but that his Ma- 
jeltic ſhould in a very ſhort time be fertled upon his Throne in 
Peace,withall the ſplendor and greatneſle that is due unto him : 
And who will beleevethar rheſe men are forthe Priviledges of 
Parliament', who theſe many” yeers paſt have pleaded and 
foughr for an Arbitrary andillimitted power , that ought not 
(it We will beleevethem ) though aQing never ſo unjuſtly be 
refiſted by any , Or can it bethought that they are for the Sub- 
jeas liberty, who inthe few monethstimeEthatGOD permirced 
them to prevailand uſe ſo horrible opprefsion over the Lords 
people intheir conſciences perſons an'd eſtates. Moſt ofthoſe 
who havenow made InfurreQion and their adherents, are no 
other then rhoſe who oppoſed the Cante of G O D and the 
work of Reformation from the beginning , Neither are their 
principles wayes and ends any other then have been owned 
and promoted bythe Malignant party in theſe Kingdomstheſe 
many yeers paſt, Ofthis Wedefire rogive warning toall men - 
intheLandthatnone may be deceived in partaking with them 
intheir fins, leſt they be partakers of their plagues: We'do Ex- 
hon all che LORDS people to beſtrong inthe LO RD, and 
 Inthepower of his might, and asto adhere unto the Covenant 
and work of Reformation, ſo to cleave tothole:' whom GO D - 
hath intruſted with the Government, and publick Afﬀairs a _ | 
an S 


Aiingand unulnſ of tte men, cove fo dind and 


of all publick duties- which they minde witty {o mach fairbful- 
neſſe and care. Theſe are they whom the LORD was pleaſed 
ro honour to be the Inſtruments , to begin the great Work of 
Reformation in this Kingdom , who have been taithfull in the 
midſt of many difficulties and temprarions in promaving of it 
in both Kingdoms,whoſe endeavou 5s have been attended with 
bleſsings and ſuccefle from Heaven. Neither 1s the cauſe which 
they now. oweand defend any other then that which they have 
owned and defended againſt the Popiſh, Prelaticall and Malig- 
nant party theſeten yeers paſt, and are ready to maintain and 
cefend againſt all enemies whatſoever , both onthe right hand 
and onthe left ; And therefore we hope thatall: that love Re- 
ligton-and Covenant, will be- obedient unto allcheir lawfull 
commands, and cordially and aQtively further and promote rhe 
preſent Levie,and cheerfully and patientlybear the lengthening 
of neceſſary burthens , without which We can never preſerve 
that which the L.ordhath wrought amongſt Us nor our ſelves, 
and if any Injuſtice or oppreſsion hath fallen out, or ſhall here- : - 


' Land, thattheir hands may be frengthedin the performance: ® F 


after fall out in executing of publick orders for Levies or main- / . } . 


tenance, as We are cOnfident that thoſe whom it concerns will 
take ſpeedy and effectuall courſe for reparation of- the ſame, ſo 
ſhall weaccording to ou r vocation endeavour to'have the ſame 
redrefled and remedies provided for the time to come. We 
know no cauſe why any mans hand ſhould fail , or his heart * 
- faint,the LOR D S Hand isnot ſhortened rhar it cannot ſave, 
nor his ears heavie that he cannot. hear ; He hath done great 
things for us,and will never fail us,nor forſake us: Our troubles 
ſhall helpto refine us, bur not to deſtroy us ,they ſhall not over- 
curnthe work of Reformation, but put more beautie and luſtre 
upon It , and ſhall give unto us more pregnant evidences of the JÞ. 
power aud goodnefſe of the LOR D, and ſet him high upon, * 
the Throne of His Glory. 7 231060 
| aA. Ker. 


 EDINBZFRGH, 12. May 1649. 
_ Poſtſcript. 


Containing the Cauſes of a ſolemn Thankſgiving, to be keeped 
upon fryday the 25 . day of this inftant, eitk 


M8 [chin a ſhort time after that we had re- 

SS ſolved and concluded thus to Declate 
as, andgive warning concerning the Inſur- 
IF rection in the North, We received 
ORE certain Intelligence by an Expreſſe 
3 cnt of purpoſe from thence , that 
A eStho99 upon ——_— at Balvenie upon Spey 
ſide, by a'party of an hundred and ewenty horſe , com- 
manded: by Lieutenant Generall Leſlie ro attend cheſe 


T - fields under the condu& of Colonell Ker , Lieutenant 


Colonell Harker, Lieutenant Colonel Strachen, the Lord 


bath defear, the moſt confiderable part, if nort- all the 
ſtrength of the Rebelsin the North, to the number of 
ewelve hundred, of whom berwixt fixty and eigheyare 
killed, -near eight hundred taken priſoners, andiamongft 
thole;thenow L. Kee with his moſt confiderable officers, - 
and many. conſiderable gentlemen and officers of the 
name of Mac-kentie : Which as it isa greatand moſt ſea- 
{onable mercy that carries _ it 4 lively impreſsion of 
the power and goodneſle of the Lord, ſodoth it engage 
his people 'ro acknowledge and © bear Teſtimony ro the 
ſame before the ſonsof men. p 6 ps 
+ n 
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And therefore having now for a longtime paſt, had 
choughts of a publick thankſgiving for the manymercies 
beſtowed upon, and deliverances wrought for the Land, 
Wee conceive this day of ſalvation-to be a fitting op- 
portunity, wherein the Lords people ſhould make mention 


of his loving kindnefle and exalt+ his Name by publick 


_ thankſgiving and praiſe, forall rhe great things which he 
hath done for them, eſpecially for theſe which follow, 
\*'x That as the Lord ſince the beginning of the work 
of Reformation hath alwayes gone before his people,and 
viſited them with moſt ſeaſonable deliverances in the day 
of theit difficulties and diſtreſſes; ſo alſotharoflate,when 


all the'power.of the Kingdom both in Judicatories and 
difzaf= 


Armies was come intothe hands of Malignant; 
fected men,the.Lord was pleaſed ro preſervein tt 
{having been over them'in apiller of diredttbnag 
&ion)a remnant in'the Parliamentto diſſentffom;atiÞpros 
_ teſt againſt the: proceedings of the greater part tending ſo 
much to the prejudice of Religion and the'work of God, 
and that he directed and enabled his ſervants of the'mini- 
ſtry to bear (ofree and Faithfull Teſtimony"intheirSer- 
mons, Warnings and Declarations 6gainſtthat unlawful 
Engagement, and pur itinthe hearcs ofmarſy of his peo- 
ple to petition againſt it,' and to refuſe t5 concur'itherein 
notwithſtanding of their great fafferings..' oe 
2. That whilſt the Malignant and-dif-affeted party in- 
. the Land were in the height of theirſtrengrth;/ari&pride of 
their power, God was pleaſed to break their horn, and to 
{catter them and bring them down, and to'put-ir-in' the' 
hearts of hisp2ople to:come forth for:their own defence 
2gain(t the remnant of their -Forces, 'and foro diſpoſe,” 
that afcer that Malignant party at $1157 had ſhediblood, 
yetthings were concluded inapeaceable way/ and*both 
q their 


/& 


TF their Armes and the Civill power gotten out of their "7A 


hands, and put into the hands of thoſe that have been 
| honeſt and faithfull in the Cauſe from the beginning. 

2- Thatthe Lord was pleaſed to give unto us in ſuch a 
eriod of rime, a Parliament conſiſting of ſo many able 
. and faithfull men, who did walk ſo ſtraightly in all chings 
concerning Religion and his Majeſties Government, and 
make ſo many pious and laudable Acts for the ſuppreſsing 
of profanitie and iniquity, and advancing Piety, and 


Righteouſneſs in the Land. | 
4. That the Lord hath diſappointed and defeated ſo 


many ſecret Plots and deviſes, tending to the undermi- 
ning of his Cauſe, eſpecially that at the Ifle of Y7ight 
ſo prejudiciall ro the Covenant and the Union berwixr 
the Kingdoms. CON 
\ 5. That the Lord hath been pleaſed at ſuch arime when 
all the Malignants of the Kingdom were hatching new 
* devices, and ſtrengthening themſelves at home, and ex- 
peding Forces from abroad, by ſo ſmall a number, and 
in ſo unexpected a way, to defeat ſo many of them, and 
give {uch victory and ſalvation to his People, withour ſo 
much as one being killed on our ſide. 

6. That the LORD was pleaſed to dire&t and afsiſt 
both State and Kirk , in giving fo ſeaſonable; full, and 
harmonious Teſtimony againſt the proceedings of the 


Sectaries in England. 
A. Ker. 
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